July 8th. Completely recovered. The wound is thoroughly healed and a firm elastic cushion has taken the place of the calcis; by placing a soft pad in his shoe he is able to move about on the foot, with the aid of a cane; the cicatrice is well upon the posterior part of the heel, and any amount of pressure can be borne without any pain. Permission was now given the patient to remain at home with his parents for a few weeks. He returned to the hospital on the 1st of August, able to walk perfectly well without a cane; has no pain, and suffers no inconvenience from the operation.?American Journal.
III.?ANAESTHETICS IN MIDWIFERY.
The following is an abstract of Dr. Charles Kidd's paper on this subject which he read before the Obstetrical Society of London.
The administration of chloroform, he said, in various kinds of labour has been followed by the very best results; the feeling of hope of relief of pain to the mother continues to be most beneficial, the increasing number of living children now saved, where craniotomy previously was practised, is most encouraging for the future. The present communication is a sequel to a former one in the Transactions of the Society, and the author said it was satisfactory to find that all the leading details of that memoir had been highly appreciated, and since then very fully recognized as to their truth by the chief practical obstetricians of Germany, France, America, Australia, &c., more particularly as to the extreme value of chloroform in cases of malpresentation, or contracted outlet of the pelvis requiring versional delivery; as also in some bad forms of ansemic and epileptic puerperal convulsions, chloroform in tedious exhausting labours after dilatation of the os in women of a 44 particular age '' She was of a nervous and excitable temperament, but had led a very quiet and regular life, and was of sober and industrious habits. Except occasional nervous headaches, she had enjoyed good health; and all the physical functions were performed in a healthy and regular manner. Insanity was not hereditary in her family. Previous to her illness she had suffered from loss of appetite. Early in May last she went to see the foundation-stone of the Bendigo Theatre laid, and while witnessing the proceedings (which were rather prolonged) she was exposed to the sun. On returning home severe headache was experienced, but instead of the nervous headache which she used to have in one or other eye, the pain was felt over the vertex. She continued seriously indisposed till about ten days afterwards, when a severe shivering came on, and from that time until recovery began to take place she had no recollection of anything except occasional occurrences, such as being taken from her home and put into a conveyance, at the time she was removed to the Asylum. On admission she presented the following symptoms:?Her eye had a startled and anxious expression; she was exceedingly restless and excited, gesticulating with her arms, beating time on the floor with her foot, rubbing her hands as if washing them, and plucking at her clothes.
No answers could be had to questions, and she muttered incoherently ; there was unconsciousness of external objects, though when spoken to in a loud tone, her attention could be momentarily fixed. Her hands and feet were cold, and the feebleness of the pulse showed a very languid circulation. She was destructive as to her body and bed-clothes. The explanation which she subsequently gave of this propensity to strip herself was, that she fancied the clothes contained reptiles. Immediately on admission a laxative was administered, and she was put on a liberal diet, with stimulants. Except that she had to be fed, she took nourishment well; but great difficulty was experienced in getting her to take stimulants. Occasional laxatives, generous diet, and careful nursing formed the whole of the treatment, under which she gradually recovered the use of her faculties. She was discharged cured on the 30th of August.
The catamenia, which had stopped about a week before her illness,^ad not then re-appeared.
2. Mrs. R., wag admitted June 26th, 1863, suffering from mania. At the first glance it was impossible not to establish a parallel between her and the preceding case, and, on inquiry, it was found that the cause which gave rise to so marked a group of symptoms was in both cases the same, sun-stroke. Mrs. R., had a wandering and unsettled eye, startled expression of face; she gesticulated vehemently; there was constant muttering and apparent unconsciousness of external objects; the extremities were cold, aud the circulation very languid. She was put on precisely the same treatment as the other patient, viz., occasional laxatives, with generous diet, and stimulants. From the first, however, great difficulty was found in getting her to take nourishment, and, like her predecessor, she manifested a strong dislike in stimulants. At present, after nearly three months' residence in the asylum, though she has gained strength and now takes nourishment of her own accord, there is little or no improvement in her mental state. She has always taken food badly, and to this, perhaps, is owing the fact of her protracted illness.
These two cases are valuable as establishing a cause of insanity, which, if not quite unknown, has been but little investigated. In the leading text-books no notice is taken of mania from sun-stroke. This is not much to be wondered at, sun-stroke being a very rare occurrence in cold latitudes, and insanity from this cause still rarer. In the first case, room was left for doubt, whether the symptoms were not those of delirium from fever, the mental disturbance tending to a natural resolution with the subsidence of the fever. But The injury was treated by the application of Desault's long-extending and counter-extending splint. Shortly after the limb was dressed in this manner, tetanic symptoms presented themselves in the form of trismus, which ultimately became general, the whole body being thrown into violent muscular contractions.
Soon after the supervention of these symptoms, the patient was put under the influence of chloroform by inhalation. He was maintained in a state of constant anaesthesia for near seven hours, consuming, in the meantime, several ounces of chloroform, administered by means of an inhaler, so constructed, that but a small amount of the article could escape without being breathed. After the use of chloroform for that length of time, the tetanic symptoms so far disappeared that the inhalation was suspended, and the patient was ordered belladonna; opiates were also given him. On the following day, trismus again ensued, when resort was had again to the chloroform. The closure of the lower jaws was quickly relieved, whereupon the inhalation was discontinued.
The remedy to which I am inclined to refer the rescue of the man's life in this case, was chloroform. The inhalation, as will be perceived, was carried to a much greater extent than usual, or than prudence would dictate in any other than a hopeless case. After the discontinuance of the anaesthetic, the patient presented symptoms of aberration of the mind, which were present for several days afterwards, though they gradually became less, and in a week afterwards, they disappeared. The The fact having previously been noticed by Flourens, that the bones of the foetus became coloured red, when the mother has been fed upon red colouring matter, he extended his observations still further, and has found that the bones of the young offspring become red-tinted, when, during the period of nursing, its mother feeds upon reddened food. The experiment succeeded perfectly in young suckling pigs, of which the bones became red in from 14 to 20 days. Since, however, the pigs might have eaten some of the reddened food of the mother, Flourens selected another class of animals for experiment, in which this source of error could not exist, viz., albiuo rats and rabbits. In the albino rat, the skeleton became red in 11 days; in the albino rabbit, the same phenomenon occurred in 9 days; though not a trace of reddened matter had been eaten by the young, since they had lived wholly upon the milk of their mothers.?Constat?8 Jahresbericht.
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